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1. JULY 13 EDITION BLITZ APPEARING TODAY CARRIES ARTICLE "AGENTS 
QUARANTEE US VISA AT A PRICE". ACCORDING ARTICLE, AN AMERICAN 
VISA IN BOMBAY'S "FREE MARKET" IS CURRENTLY BEING QUOTED AT 
BETWEEN 5,000 AND 10,000 RUPEES ALTHOUGH IT GOES ON SAY MANY 
INDIAN BUSINESSMEN TRAVEL TO US VIA NEPAL OR COLOMBO "SINCE 
IT IS CLAIMED THAT THE PRICE OF AN AMERICAN VISA IN THESE 
PLACES IS FAR LESS THAN IN BOMBAY". THRUST OF ARTICLE IS THAT SINCE 
1971 US HAS BEEN SCREENING MORE CAREFULLY APPLICATIONS FROM 
INDIANS SEEKING VISIT US WHICH HAS RESULTED "IN MUSHROOMING OF 
ALLEGED CONTACT MEN WITH US CONSULAR REPRESENTATIONS IN INDIA 
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VISA DEALERS IN BOMBAY WHO ASSURE CLEARANCE OF TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 
OF INTENDING VISITORS WITHIN FOUR DAYS. ARTICLE DOES MAKE POINT. 
HOWEVER, THAT FOR EVERY INDIAN WHO GETS A VISA THROUGH "UNDERWORLD 
SOURCES", TEN GET CHEATED. 

2. COMMENT: IT IS INTERESTING THAT THE BLATANTLY PRO-SOVIET 
BLITZ WISHES TO PUBLICIZE THE HIGH VALUE PLACED ON US VISAS BY 
INDIANS GENERALLY (THIS IS TRUE BECAUSE IT SEEMS ALMOST EVERYBODY 
WANTS ONE THESE DAYS) AND WE WONDER WHAT THE "LOCAL QUOTATION” MIGHT 
BE FOR A SOVIET VISA. IT IS NONSENSE, OF COURSE, TO SAY THAT WE ARE 
RESTRICTING VISAS AS RESULT EVENTS 1971 AND STEADY INCREASE IN 
VISAS ISSUED BEARS TESTAMENT TO THIS. THE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER 
OF APPLICANTS IN BOMBAY SINCE 1971 HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIAL AND WE ARE 
FLOODED DAILY BY APPLICANTS (INDIAN LADIES IN THEIR SAREES WADED 
INTO OUR COMPOUND IN WATER UP TO THEIR WAISTS THE MORNING OF 
JULY 5 TO GET THEIR VISAS), A PROBLEM OUR SOVIET COLLEAGUES 
ARE NOT CONFRONTED WITH. IF FIGURES QUOTED IN ARTICLE AS 
REGARDS PROPORTION OF THOSE CHEATED ARE AT ALL RELIABLE, WE 
ARE NOT DOING BADLY IN THWARTING THOSE WHO FEEL IT 
NECESSARY TO OBTAIN FRAUDULENT DOCUMENTS (E.G., AFFIDAVITS 
OF SUPPORT, EMPLOYMENT CERTIFICATES, ETC.). THERE CAN BE 
NO DOUBT THAT THERE ARE MANY SUCH "VISA BROKERS" AND "CONFIDENCE 
PEDDLERS" SEEKING TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE GULLIBLE AND 
UNINFORMED WHO MIGHT VERY WELL QUALIFY WITHOUT BENEFIT 
OF SUCH HELP AS WELL AS TO ASSIST THOSE WHO ARE CLEARLY IN NEED OF 
FRAUDULENT DOCUMENTATION IF AN ATTEMPT IS TO BE MAE TO GET 
A VISA. THE MOST COMMON PROBLEM THAT WE ENCOUNTER IS THE HIGH PRO- 
PORTION OF VISA APPLICANTS WHO HAVE BEEN BRIEFED OR "COACHED" BEFORE 
HAND 

BY THE NUMEROUS LOCAL TRAVEL AGENTS. THE ARTICLE DOES NOT SUGGEST 
NOR HAVE THERE BEEN ANY ALLEGATIONS MADE LOCALLY TO OUR 
KNOWLEDGE OF ATTEMPTS TO COUNTERFEIT US VISAS. IN SUM, THIS IS 
A TYPICAL UNSUBSTANTIATED BLITZ ALLEGATION TO WHICH WE 
SHOULD NOT ATTACH UNDUE IMPORTANCE. 

BANE UNQTE SCHNEIDER 
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